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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 19015 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, PGOV, TH 

SUBJECT: TRIAL OF THAMMASAT 18 

REF: BANGKOK 18800 

1 . AUTHORITIES AT THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL'S OFFICE (JAG) 
OF THE DEFENSE MINISTRY CONFIRMED TO EMBASSY AUG. 26 
THAT 18 ACTIVISTS DETAINED IN CONNECTION WITH THE EVENTS OF 
LAST OCTOBER 6 AT THAMMASAT UNIV. WILL FACE MILITARY 
TRIAL. SCHEDULED TO BEGIN THE FIRST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER. 

2. ON AUG. 26 THE THAI MILITARY PROSECUTOR FILED CHARGES 
OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITY, TREASON. MURDER AND ATTEMPTED 
MURDER OF GOVERNMENT OFFICALS, INTRUSION, INCITING UNREAT, 
AND ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AGAINST THE 18 ACTIVISTS, 

14 OF WHOM WERE STUDENTS. SIX OF THE 18 WILL FACE THE 
ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF LESE MAJESTE'. 

3. ACCORDING TO BANGKOK PRESS REPORTS, THE RTG RELEASED 
THE LAST OF THE OCTOBER 6 DETAINEES WHO WERE NOT FORMALLY 
CHARGED. HOWEVER THE NATION REPORTED ON AUGUST 26 THAT 
ONE OF THOSE RELEASEDN A CHULAHONGKORN UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT, WAS RE-ARRESTEDON OTHER CHARGES. OFFICIALS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AT THE THAI JAG OFFICE TOLD EMBASSY THIS STUDENT, WHO 

15 SAID TO BE THE SON OF VIETNAMESE PARENTS WHO CAME 
TO THAILAND MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, IS BEING QUESTIONED 
ABOUT HIS FAMILY BACKGROUND. 

4. REACTION TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT TO BRING THE 
THAMMASAT 18 TO TRAIL HAS PROVIKED LITTLE REACTION 
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AMONG STUDENTS IN BANGKOK THUS FAR. FACULTY MEMBER 
AT CHULALONGKORN TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER AUGUST 25 THAT 
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO WATCH THE COURT PROCEDINGS 
QUIETLY FOR THE TIME BEING AND NOT RPT, NOT 
MAKE THEIR SENTIMENTS PUBLIC UNTIL THE COURT ANNOUNCES 
THE VERDICTS. WE UNDERSTAND THE TRIAL MAY LAST AS LONG 
AS TWO MONTHS. 

O'DONOHUE 
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